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What do you think of when you hear "six-minute" world in law?
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Why six minutes?

• 60 divided by 6 = 

• 10 units per hours

• 6 minutes = 1/10 of an hour

• Easy to calculate with

• .1 of 250 = $25



But first some “linguistics”



“term of art” 

• Jargon

• Legalese

• Buzzword

• Community

• LSP: language for specific purposes



Collocation vs idiom

• ____________ the bucket.

• Kick the bucket

• ____________ the case

• File the case

• Statute of ______________________

• Statute of limitations

• Statute ____________.

• Statute tolls (yikes!)



• Tennessee

• Felonies: No time limit for murder or crimes punishable by death or life 
imprisonment; 15 years for Class A offenses; eight years for Class B offenses or 
arson; six years for defrauding the state, evading or failing to pay taxes, or 
fraudulent tax returns; four years for Class C or D offenses; two years for Class 
E offenses; three years for other unspecified offenses; when the child reaches 
21 years of age for sex crimes against a child

• Misdemeanors: One year for general misdemeanors; six months for offenses 
relating to gaming

• Code section: 40-2-101

• When statute tolls: The clock does not run while the suspect resides outside 
the state or while the crime is being concealed; in certain offenses where the 
victim is a child, the statute begins running when the child turns 18 years old

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tacir/commission-meetings/2018-september/2018Sept_Tab7StatutesOfLimitationAppB.pdf


What's your favorite English idiom?
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Terms of art

• Attorney’s fees

• Billable hours

• Non-billable hours

• (Remember American rule vs English rule.)



Why do we use six minutes as a unit?
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1 easy to work in terms of billing
66.67%

2 small enough to be able to bill more than 60 minutes an hour
12.5%

3 established by the Normans in 1066
0%

4 the number 6 has a specific legal meaning in terms of time
20.83%



Billing



Hourly

• Lawyer’s rate

• Paralegal’s rate

• Legal secretary’s rate



Are paralegals licensed? 
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1 Yes
13.89%

2 No
86.11%







Billable Hours Tracking Apps

https://timeanalyticssoftware.com/15-best-billable-hours-tracking-apps-for-2021/



How much to charge per hour for 20% profit? 

https://help.smartsheet.com/articles/2481186-use-bill-rates-to-calculate-costs-and-profitability

Salary = 80
Benefits = 20
Overhead = 50
2080 number of hours worked
58% estimated % billable hours from total hours
Total = $125 plus 20% = $155

https://help.smartsheet.com/articles/2481186-use-bill-rates-to-calculate-costs-and-profitability


Billing 3000 hours a year

• 3000/365 = 8.2 hours EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR

• https://www.lawcrossing.com/article/7869/Billing-3000-Hours-Is-It-Possible-and-How-to-Do-It/



Do you think there should be (strict) legal limits 
on how long a person can work for a company?
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1. Yes
65.52%

2. No
34.48%



Legal retainer agreement



Flat fee cases

• Predicable

• Generally, not complicated

• Example

• eviction



• https://www.shipplawoffice.com/landlord-eviction-fee-schedule





Contingency fee



Personal Injury Lawyer’s Story

• Personally, I work completely on commission. Most of my clients 
would not be able to hire an attorney if they had to pay by the hour.

• If we settle a case pre-litigation, then the firm takes 1/3 of the 
recovery. 

• If I must file a lawsuit then whether, by settlement or verdict, we take 
40%. 

• In either case, we also collect our out-of-pocket expenses. Of that, I 
personally have a contract for 25% of whatever the firm brings in. 



Personal Injury Lawyer’s Story

• Some lawyers at my firm have different contracts for varying 
percentages because of their skill level. 

• In all cases, when we hire a new lawyer, we put them on salary for a 
year but at any time they can decide to move to commission if it’s in 
their best interest. 

• In contrast, most of the lawyers I work opposite of (lawyers that work 
for corporations or insurance companies) are paid by the hour. 



Do contingency fees usually hurt or help the 
clients who use them?
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1. Help
0%

2. Hurt
0%

3. It depends
0%





Pro Bono

• American Bar Association encourages it

• Model Rule 6.1: try for 50 hours per year.

• Indigent

• Non-profit organizations for the poor/disadvantaged

• The ABA Standards and Rules for Approval of Law Schools require 
opportunities for students



Should all law students be REQUIRED to do pro 
bono work to graduate?
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1. yes
0%

2. no
0%

3. maybe
0%



We’ve done the work…. And how to bill clients?



Invoice



bank reconciliation

• Reconcile = “agree”

• Monthly



Banking accounts

• Firm’s account

• Client trust account

• Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts IOLTA



And that takes us back to

• Money and time

• Types of fees

• Looking at productivity

• Intro to banking

• A bit of linguistics



As usual, what's the one word you remember 
most from this evening's session?
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House of Cards
Business structures
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